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THE ENTRANCE PROCESSION
The priest, the altar servers, and the lector enter the church and process to the altar. Mass is beginning, and this is when
we begin to pay close attention.

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS
We make the Sign of the Cross to remind us of our faith. This short prayer reminds us that we believe in the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. We make this sign of our faith with meaning.
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GREETING
The priest greets us with the same words used in the Old Testament and the same words that Saint Paul used when he
began many of his letters to the new churches: “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all” (or: “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”
or “The Lord be with you.”) We reply, “And with your spirit.”

PENITENTIAL RITE/GLORIA
Now is a time to think of our sins and ask God’s forgiveness. This gives us the opportunity to celebrate Mass with a clean
heart. We are so happy to be forgiven that we sing “Glory to God in the highest” with all the angels and saints!
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LITURGY OF THE WORD
The first major part of the Mass is called the Liturgy of the Word. It begins when the lector reads two passages from
Scripture. The first reading is usually from the Old Testament. The Old Testament was written long before Jesus was born
and contains God’s messages to the ancient Jewish believers and to all who believe in God today.

This reading is followed by a Psalm which can be read or sung. Can you find the book of Psalms in your Bible?
The second reading is from the New Testament. The New Testament was written by Jesus’ followers after He ascended

into heaven. Jesus wants you to listen to the readings carefully so you can hear the messages He has for you. He wants to
speak to YOU through the Scriptures!
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THE GOSPEL
We stand as the Gospel is read to us by the priest or deacon. The Gospel readings tell us the real words that Jesus spoke

while He was on Earth. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John wrote what they saw and heard about the life of Jesus for us to
remember forever.

Before we hear the Gospel, we all make a small cross on our forehead, our lips, and our hearts as we pray that we will
understand, speak, and love God’s Word.
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THE HOMILY
The homily is given right after the Gospel by the priest or deacon. God speaks to us as we listen to the message given about
the Bible readings, and He shows us how we can live this teaching out in our own lives. We need to pay close attention
during the homily. It is not a time to daydream, get a drink, or go to the bathroom. Sometimes it is hard to listen, but it is
important that we do so we never miss an opportunity to grow closer to Jesus. It is good to discuss the homily with your
family on the way home from church. This will help you to remember and understand what was said.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
Now that we have heard the Word of God and learned how we can make it part of our own lives, we are excited to stand
and tell everyone what we believe! By reciting the Nicene Creed or the Apostles’ Creed, we are reminding ourselves, and
telling everyone else present, about the truths of the Faith.
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
The altar is now prepared for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Candles near the altar are lit, and gifts of bread, wine, water, and



